
Sheet 1

Kent Action Against Live Exports (KAALE)

“I never give them hell. I just tell the truth and they think it's hell.”
President Harry S Truman

Patrons:
Carla Lane: http://www.carlalane.com/

‘The Black Spurs’: http://www.theblackspurs.com.au/Contents.htm
Maria Daines: http://www.maria-daines.com/

Website: http://www.kaale.org.uk/

Freedom of Information Request – Response to Data.

Contact Name: Mark Johnson – EU Correspondent; ‘Kent Action Against Live Exports’ (KAALE).

Contact address: xxx xxx xxx Kent.

Contact E mail: howlingwolfmoon@blueyonder.co.uk

Telephone: Landline xxx xxx / Mobile 07947 997110 Date: 8th June 2013.

To: Mr Andy Bacon

Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency (AHVLA)

Fax: xxx xxx
Email: xxx xxx

Dear Mr. Bacon;

I thank you for your e mail response – ref xxx xxx dated 4th June 2013, a copy of which is
attached. Your response to our request is repeated as follows:

“I can confirm that although the pictures that you have sent us in your original
document do not show signage relating to the carrying of live animals, we can
confirm that on that day in question, Wednesday 21st November, the signage was
visible on the back of the truck. The AHVLA inspection report (completed at the time
of supervised loading) reflects that this requirement was met. There is a photo on
the KAALE website, which shows this, it is part of the J72 Album that you gave us a
link to in your original document. This being the case, no enforcement action would
have been taken”.

There are several points raised in your response above which we further question, and as such we
request further comment or evidence in relation to.

We also note that despite providing copies of our original request to the persons listed in ‘copies’
at the end of our request, this does not now appear to have been followed up to the same persons
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re the AHVLA response. We will act on this and provide both your response and (this) follow up
mail to to all parties concerned in order that they are kept fully informed of events.

As detailed in our original request, copies of same were provided by e mail to the following:

 Mr Andrea Gavinelli, Head of Unit, Animal Welfare, Directorate General for Health and Consumers,
Brussels, Belgium.

 Mr Bernard Van Goethem, Director responsible for animal welfare in the DG for Health and Consumers,
Brussels, Belgium.

 Mr Ian Birchall – KAALE Chairman; Kent, UK.

 Mr David Heath MP - Minister of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

Our responses to your statement are as follows and are not provided in any specific order:

1 Your opening statement appears to us somewhat contradictory. You confirm that in the
photos provided by us to yourself, signage is not shown, and yet you claim ‘on the day in
question, this being Wednesday 21st November 2012, signage WAS visible on the back of
the truck’. On behalf of many witnesses and KAALE monitors at Ramsgate harbour on the
same day in question, I can confirm that the photographs WERE all taken on
Wednesday 21st November 2012, the day in question re our original FoI
request, by the official KAALE photographer.

2 I have made contact with our (the same) photographer, who has confirmed to me that she
has in her possession, 3 images of the rear of the trailer and which show NO signage
regarding live animals being carried. These images were taken at 1133hrs on the 21st

November 2012 as the vehicle in question entered Ramsgate harbour. The photographer
has also verified that she still has the original ‘Neff’ images stored on computer, and that
using this format, each confirms both the date and time. This evidence is digitally recorded
on the image and cannot be modified; and as such it confirms our original complaint that
the truck arrived on 21st November at 1133hrs WITHOUT any signage associated with
live animals being carried; the clear indication of same being a regulatory requirement of
EU Regulation 1/2005 of December 2004 on the protection of animals during transport.

3 KAALE monitors at either Ramsgate or (now) Dover harbour work in cooperation with
Kent County Constabulary (KCC), and have their authorisation to be positioned where
photographs and written details of livestock vehicles can be obtained. As part of the Kent
police strategy for any demonstration, for which Wednesday 21st November at Ramsgate
was just one; the KCC will have video evidence of the arrival at the harbour of the livestock



Sheet 3

transporter in question - Dutch registered ‘Griffin’ logo transporter towing a white ‘box’
trailer– Registration: BZ HX 63 (front) / OK 16 YN (rear). If necessary, we can / will call
on the KCC to verify that the date and time of this vehicle arrival can be verified via their
video footage, whilst at the same time obtain verification that the KAALE photographer
was present at this shipment.

4 At my request, the KAALE photographer has enlarged the images mentioned above; and
after further analysis we are prepared to verify that the only labelling carried on the rear
of the trailer is a very small label shown on the left hand side rear, just above the brake
light. Another copy of the main photograph is provided both above and as an attachment
this document in order you can review our information.

5 As far as we can check, the wording of the ‘label’ (located above the left rear brake light)
provided in ‘4’ above is "Van Holden odo?hauf ?". This is written in Dutch and not in
English. We have provided this information to Dutch animal welfare colleagues today and
they have confirmed that this wording has nothing to do with any signage re the transport
of live animals. The name ‘Van Helden’ is possible, and this could simply be the trailer
manufacturers / suppliers name. Thus it would appear that the photograph provides yet
further evidence that on the day in question; Wednesday 21st November 2012; there was
NO signage on the vehicle trailer relating to the carriage of live animals, despite what you
declare in your FoI response to us.

6 I refer you to the letter from Mr. Bernard Van Goethem, the Director responsible for
animal welfare in the DG for Health and Consumers; Brussels, which was supplied as part
of our original FoI request. Reference SANCO G3/AN/pm D(2013) 820043 dated
06/05/2013; another copy of which is attached. As Mr. Van Goethem states in this letter:

“You alert us to the fact that transports, often do not display notices warning that live animals are
being transported. This is indeed contrary to the terms of the legislation, according to
which road vehicles carrying live animals “shall be clearly and visibly marked indicating the
presence of live animals”. The main reason for this rule is to ensure that controlling authorities,
and, in the case of an accident, rescue staff, are aware there are animals in the
vehicle. This is of course of great importance to ensure the welfare and safety of the animals on
board”.

As stated in ‘5’ above and the photo shown on sheet 2 / attached also, there appears to be only one
very small, non animal related ‘label’ carried on the rear of the trailer, and not any animals
carried ‘signage was visible on the back of the truck’ as you declare that there was in your FoI
response to us. The only labelling carried at the rear was non animal related and was written in
Dutch and not English.

As far as we are aware, most emergency and rescue personnel operating in the UK have English
as their primary language. Any signage written in Dutch does probably not mean anything to
them. They would consequently have no idea that live animals were being carried should the
trailer be involved in an accident on UK roads. From our evidence provided of the vehicle
arriving at Ramsgate on 21st November 2012, it is obvious that prior to its arrival at Ramsgate
this vehicle WAS operating on UK roads and could have been involved in an accident requiring
support from UK rescue service personnel.

We do however accept that the EU Regulation 1/2005 is not definitive enough with regard
national / international signage language or sizes for road vehicles carrying live animals, and
request that this issue should be addressed immediately by the EU Commission. Further, in our
letter dated 7th February 2013 to Mr Andrea Gavinelli, Head of Unit, Animal Welfare, Directorate
General for Health and Consumers, Brussels, Belgium, KAALE did provide a draft / sample
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‘warning label illustration’ (written in both English and German as an example) to show how we
feel the issue should be addressed within Regulation 1/2005.

In his letter to myself at KAALE, Mr Van Goethem also continues on page 2 that:

“the Commission sees that it is important that the Regulation is properly implemented. It is
Member States that are primarily responsible for the daily enforcement of EU
legislation”.

And so regardless of the standard of the current EU regulation detailed in 1/2005; it should be
yourselves at AHVLA who are responsible for the (UK) enforcement of the existing regulation(s),
which include signage. Using both the above and the evidence provided in our original FoI
request, we do not feel that you, as the ‘UK competent authority’, were undertaking your
responsibilities to compliances of vehicle signage in accordance with EU Regulation 1/2005 on
the protection of animals during transport, on Wednesday 21st November 2012 at Ramsgate
harbour, Kent.

The trailer seen on this day carrying live animals was not labelled and for all intense and
purposes, was almost visibly identical to for example, the Dutch flower carrying trailers which
are seen operating from Kent ports and on UK roads all the time by KAALE observers. The big
difference is that one trailer carries flowers whilst the other carries live animals. Animal
carrying trailers should always be clearly identified as doing such, especially as Mr Van Goethem
declares, should the vehicle be involved in a (road) accident, rescue services should be aware of
the content of the trailer. This is the responsibility of AHVLA as the UK ‘competent’ authority
within the UK.

Finally, I note in your statement to us that you declare: “The AHVLA inspection report
(completed at the time of supervised loading) reflects that this requirement was
met”. ‘This requirement’ being compliance with regulation 1/2005.

Therefore we request, under Freedom of Information application, a copy of this ‘inspection
report’ for the shipment of 21st November 2012 reflecting your opinion that the signage
requirement was met by this vehicle. Please feel free to remove inspector names if you so wish,
we just require proof that the issue of signage was noted and recorded by AHVLA inspectors.

We at KAALE look forward to your response to the above at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely

Mark Johnson.
EU Correspondent; ‘Kent Action Against Live Exports’ (KAALE).
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Attachments:

 Mr. Bacon e mail response to KAALE – ref ATIC0106 dated 4th June 2013.

 Arrival photograph at Ramsgate - 1133hrs on the 21st November 2012 taken by KAALE of the Dutch
registered ‘Griffin’ logo transporter towing a white ‘box’ trailer– Registration: BZ HX 63 (front) / OK 16
YN (rear).

 Letter from Mr. Bernard Van Goethem, the Director responsible for animal welfare in the DG for Health and
Consumers; Brussels, Reference xxx xxx – 2 pages.

 Photograph – proof of UK ‘competent authority’ inspection. Photograph by KAALE.

 Vehicle loaded onto ‘Joline’ vessel ready for sailing to Calais, France. Photograph by KAALE.



